Acute liver failure in an obstetric patient: challenge of critical care for 1 patient with 2 subspecialty needs.
Acute fatty liver of pregnancy is a rare and life-threatening disease associated with a defect in fatty acid metabolism in the fetus that causes liver disease in the mother. Prompt diagnosis and management are critical to the outcome of both the mother and the fetus and require involvement of several medical specialties, including hepatology, obstetrics, and, possibly, critical care. The included case study describes a woman with acute fatty liver of pregnancy decompensating to acute liver failure complicated by encephalopathy, cerebral edema, and intracranial hypertension. Subsequent management of these conditions, including the woman's progression to liver transplant, is provided.